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Summaries of articles in the Chinese vernacular Press will be 
published as @ Supplement to the Bulletin from time to time, in order 
that those interested in Chinese Affairs may be informed as to the manner 
in which current events are presented to the Chinese people. It will, 
of course, be understood that the publication of them does not imply 
approval of the opinions expressed nor a guarantee that the facts stated 
in them ave not distorted, incorrect or biassed. 





ABOLITION OF CONSULAR JURISDICTION. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), August 28th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “ Abolition of consular jurisdiction : 
decisive measures called for,” says that their complete defeat in this first 
test case was due to the obstinacy of the Powers and the determined opposition 
of their nationals in China ; the weakness and incompetence of our Foreign 
Office was also partly responsible for this débicle. By inviting negotiations 
they placed China in the position of a suppliant, and the Powers, without the 
least hesitation, treated her as a beggar. 

There is no fixed standard by which the excellence or otherwise of a 
country’s judicial system can be judged, and the Powers can always find 
something to criticise if they are bent on perpetuating this thoroughly vicious 
system. The only thing for us to do is to take the bull by the horns and 
simply notify them that this pernicious system is abolished as from January 
Ist, 1930. We should be justified in taking this course “ by the International 
Golden Rule which authorises a nation whose independence and existence are 
threatened to achieve its own salvation by ridding itself of the evil.” The 
utmost the Powers could do would be to notify us that they were ready to 
discuss the matter; if they adopted the de haut-en-bas attitude we would 
‘imply ignore them. We are used to military and naval demonstrations by 
the Powers and they no longer intimidate us. 

[Nore.—A leading article in the Ta Kung Pao of August 24th says that 
the public should be enlightened as to what it is the Powers take exception 
to in China’s judicial system, but holds out no hope of consular jurisdiction 
being abolished until the independence of the judiciary is assured.] 


From the Shen Pao (Shanghai), September 6th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “ The Five Powers’ Reply ” admits 
that China’s judicial system does not come up to European and American 
requirements, but thinks that they should have taken into consideration 
the adverse circumstances against which China has had to contend and not 
advanced extravagant demands. . 
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There can be no real friendship between a strong Power and a weak one. 
however cordial their relations may appear on the surface. That China is th: 
only country in the world where the Powers enjoy extra-territorial rights is dy 
not so much to the imperfections of her judicial system as to her lack of 
self-reliance and courage. Unless they can develop these qualities the Power 
will continue to do as they please in China. 


RECOVERY OF SHANGHAI PROVISIONAL CouRT. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), September 6th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “ Recovery of the Shanghai Pw. 
visional Court” says that the administration of justice in the Shanghai 
Settlement is an extra-treaty affair. The present Provisional Court was 
established because at a certain period foreigners, taking advantage of China's 
internal disorders, took upon themselves to administer justice in the settle. 
ment on behalf of the Chinese Government. 

According to the treaties a concession is an area allotted for foreign 
residence in which, for the time being, China has waived her municipal rights 
only ; but all other Sovereign powers, including the administration of justice, 
appertain to China. This being so, all China has to do is to notify the Powers 
that from the 1st of January 1930 she will exercise jurisdiction in the 
Settlement herself. 

The authorities, however, content themselves with negotiating, which 
affords “the high-hatted denizens of the Legation Quarters”’ an excellent 
opportunity to take an ell where they have only been given an inch. 

The only effective way to deal with this question is to abolish consulat 
jurisdiction and recover the concessions. 


DISBANDMENT PROBLEMS. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), August 30th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “ Natural calamaties and soldiers” 
says that Honan telegraphs that disbandment of the northern army is pre- 
ceeding on a large scale and thousands of disbanded men are flocking into the 
provinces in search of sustenance, while Peking reports that since disbandment 
was stopped all the railways are crowded with men rushing to join the colours 
From this it can be seen that the northerners are driven to enlistment as the 
only means of existence. The north is literally nothing but a world 0 
drought, floods and soldiers. ; 

The pitiable plight of the north-western provinces due to drought or floods 
—in some instances one following the other—is depicted at considerable 
length. The unfortunate inhabitants of these districts—numbering sole 
sixty odd millions—in addition to being without food for themselves at 
called upon to provide rations for the army. Even if the troops are dis 
banded they can only increase the number of the starving. Unless relie 
on a large scale is speedily forthcoming it will be impossible either to disband 
troops or not disband them. 


CENTRALISATION OF FINANCE. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), September 2nd, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “ Centralisation of Finance 7 
that there would be no objection to all the revenue being collected byt 
Central Government provided grants were made to the provinces In 4! 
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their local expenditure. This system prevailed in Manchu times, but under 
the militarist régime the grants in aid were discontinued and the provinces 


simply retained what revenues they collected. It is difficult to divide revenue 
into two categories—national and provincial—for the reason that some 
provinces have relied principally on likin and others on land-tax, and if 
one of these was taken as national and the other as provincial revenue 
those provinces which had been principally dependent on the one allocated 
to the Central Government would fare badly. The Government could well 
afford to undertake to indemnify the provinces for any loss incurred through 
the abolition of likin, and reap additional revenue as well, by the imposition 
of an adequate consumption tax. The difficulty is that the provinces are 
opposed to the Central Government laying hands on their principal sources 
of revenue while the Government is afraid that the receipts from the new 
tax will not suffice to indemnify the provinces for their losses. 
he Central Government only think in terms of revenue, and this is the 

result of their living in an atmosphere of poverty and difficulties. As a 
matter of fact the provinces are in a far worse plight; most of them are 
unable to balance their budgets and they have nothing like the same facilities 
for raising money as the Central Government has, such as customs, salt, 
tobacco, wine, stamp dues and the issue of loans. 

So long as the Central Government only look on the provinces as sources 
of supply, there can be no hope of unifying the finances of the country. 


Evurore To-pay. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), August 29th, 1929. 


A long leading article under the heading ‘“‘ Europe to-day ” says that 
the centre of gravity of European politics is the age-long enmity between 
France and Germany. Victorious France, in dread of defeated Germany’s 
revenge, clinging to Great Britain and Belgium, and allying herself with 
Polend and Czecho-Slovakia in order to hem Germany in; Germany, realising 
that the French troops will not be withdrawn from the Rhine until the 
reparations question is settled, making a treaty of neutrality with Soviet 
Russia in spite of a bribe in the form of a permanent seat on the Council of 
the League of Nations; while Italy, disgruntled, causes anxiety to France 
by her penetration in the Mediterranean. These factors alone are sufficient 
to prevent peace in Europe from being of long duration. 

The clash of interests between Great Britain and Sovict Russia is still 
more pronounced. The former represents Imperialism, and no matter what 
party is in Power aims at retaining her colonies and preserving present con- 
ditions; while the latter, representing communism, is bent on destroying 
present world conditions. Russia, isolated, continues to cultivate Germany 
inspite of their wide differences in form of Government and national character- 
stics. Tor Great Britain the most critical period in the Far East has happily 
_ and the coup d’etat in Afghanistan has revived her hopes in the Near 

ast, 

The new influence in Europe is the political and economic influence of 
ost-War America, who holds the proud position of creditor to every European 
ition and whose economic influence is felt throughout the entire Continent. 
America’s decision to increase her naval armaments is enough to send a cold 
‘ulver through Great Britain, who depends on sea-power to protect her colonies 
aud will bitterly resent being supplanted in her control of the ocean. When 
America learnt of the naval agreement between France and Great Britain 
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she launched the Kellogg Pact and raised the question of the freedom of th 

seas as a counter-move. More galling to the British was the America 

i i of the Russian trade they lost by the severance of relations with 
ussia. 

Quite recently the British Prime Minister, Mr. Macdonald, has assiduously 
cultivated America and an agreement on naval policy is talked of, and if this 
happens it will profoundly affect the situation in the Far East as well x 
Europe. Japan would inevitably draw closer to China, and not only woul 
the solution of the Manchurian problem be more difficult than ever but Ching 
would be under the heel of Russia as well as Japan. 


CHINESE EASTERN RarLway. 


From the Shen Pao (Shanghai), August 8th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “ Destruction and amusement,” coy. 
menting on Russia’s destruction of the track and stoppage of labour on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway, says that if she really desires to settle this question 
why should it be necessary for her to ruin the line before negotiations are opened 
and before it is known to whom it belongs? Now that negotiations have begu 
she demands the restoration of the status quo which from our point of 
view amounts to a change in the status of the line. If they first ruin the line 
how can they ask us to restore its original status? According to public lay 
destructive tactics cannot be employed prior to a declaration of war ; but no 
only has Russia not declared war, but she has expressed a desire to settle the 


matter amicably. 


At a meeting on July 20th, Mr. Ts’ai, the Commissioner of Foreign Affair 
asked Mr. Mei, the Russian Consul, whether the irruption of aeroplanes into ou 
territory was by Government orders, to which Mr. Mei replied in the negative 
adding that it was merely youthful soldiers amusing themselves. _ If threatenigy 
gestures by aeroplanes can be passed off as amusement, so can the destructio 
of the track and the stoppage of labour. 

The “ amusement ”’ is really nothing more than a form of espionage. 


REFLECTIONS ON JAPAN’S Drastic RETRENCHMENT. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), August 9th, 1929. 


In a leading article under the above heading the writer refers at length 
the various difficulties which have for some years past confronted success! 
Japanese Cabinets ; adverse balance of trade, fall in American exchange, suspel 
sion of the gold standard, the efforts of foreign nations to recapture markets | 
during the War, the 1923 earthquake, etc. Not only is the present Cabinet, 
says, making drastic cuts in the budget, but all classes are retrenching the 
personal expenditure ; even officials are giving up their official carriages al 
travelling in public conveyances. 

China’s economic plight is far worse than that of Japan, yet how many Chine’ 
mention drastic retrenchment and how many practise it? Is there any dete 
mined effort to reduce the number of official sinecures or abolish redundal 
offices? Are any officials prepared to sacrifice the least of their persed 
amenities ? Will any commanding officers furnish a true report of the num! 
of men under their command and make up their minds to carry out the Ceu! 
Government’s policy of disbandment ? 
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